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	name: Charlotte 
	job title: Undergraduate Civil Engineer 
	team, office: Building Structures team, Guildford Office 
	question-1: Why did you decide to apply for an Apprenticeship?
	answer-1a: I really enjoyed logical and analytical subjects at school that focused on problem solving and built my creativity with a focus on designing and creating things, I think a career in engineering encompasses these.
	answer-1b: I decided to apply for an apprenticeship because I wanted to combine the knowledge I would gain through studying at university with experience in a work environment day-to-day. Having the opportunity to work in a design office helps to develop practical skills which I think are crucial for being a good engineer in the future. 
	question-2: What were your first weeks with WSP like?
	answer-2: I was nervous before starting my apprenticeship as I didn’t really know what to expect. In the first few weeks, I spent some time shadowing members of my team, learning about their roles and what they do. I was taught to use modelling software and put on a project where I could develop my new skills. It was really exciting to be working on live projects straight away and I was always given the opportunity to contribute my ideas – it made me feel like I was a valued member of the team right from the start. During my first few weeks at work, I realised that there was a vast amount to learn so could not wait to start university to increase my knowledge!
	question-3: What does your working day involve? 
	answer-3: I attend university one day a week and I'm in the office the other four. I’ve been involved in a variety of projects in airports, shops and hospitals. Most of my working week consists of using Building Information Modelling (BIM) software such as Autodesk Revit to produce 3D structural models and drawings which effectively communicate our ideas to our clients. I work closely with other colleagues like Architects and Building Services Engineers throughout each project to ensure our designs are coordinated.  
	question-4: What are you looking forward to?
	answer-4: I can’t wait to complete my apprenticeship and get my degree but that is still a few years away. In the meantime, I am looking forward to learning how to design beams and columns at university so I will be able to transfer these skills to my role at WSP and start designing! My office has an Apprentice and Undergraduate network and we have social events regularly, I can’t wait for the next one as it’s nice to be able to talk with people on the same journey as me and share our experiences.


